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Maine Revised Statutes

Title 20-A: EDUCATION

Chapter 203: ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Subchapter 1: APPROVAL AND ACCREDITATION

§4201. APPROVAL
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY
1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW).  1983, c. 859, §§A13,A25 (RP).  1985, c. 142,
§1 (AMD).

§4202. REMOVAL OF BASIC APPROVAL
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY
1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW).  1983, c. 859, §§A13,A25 (RP).  1985, c. 142,
§1 (AMD).

§4203. NONRENEWAL OF BASIC APPROVAL
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY
1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW).  1983, c. 859, §§A13,A25 (RP).  1985, c. 142,
§1 (AMD).

§4204. ACCREDITATION
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY
1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW).  1983, c. 806, §43 (AMD).  1983, c. 859,
§§A14,A25 (RP).  1983, c. 862, §53 (AMD).  1985, c. 142, §1 (AMD).  1985,
c. 506, §§A30,31 (RP).

§4205. PRIVATE SCHOOLS
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY
1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW).  1983, c. 859, §§A15,A25 (RP).  1985, c. 142,
§1 (AMD).

Subchapter 2: EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATIONAL PLANS FOR
CHILDREN AGES 4 TO 9 HEADING: PL 1989, C. 548, §1 (AMD)
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§4251. INTENT
The intent of this subchapter is to encourage school administrative units to place an increased emphasis

on instruction and curriculum for all children ages 4 to 9. This subchapter is not intended as a method of
financing existing efforts but as a way of encouraging the development of new or expanded programs.
[1989, c. 548, §2 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
1983, c. 576, §1 (NEW).  1989, c. 548, §2 (AMD).

§4252. PROGRAM
The initiatives local units may elect to develop may include, but not be limited to, one or more of the

following: [1983, c. 576, §1 (NEW).]

1. Class size.  Reduce the student-teacher ratio in all classrooms within one or more grades, kindergarten
through grade 3, to a recommended ratio of 15 to 1 and maximum ratio of 18 to 1;

[ 1983, c. 576, §1 (NEW) .]

2. Teacher training.  Provide training programs for teachers in screening, educational diagnosis,
program prescription or program development;

[ 1983, c. 576, §1 (NEW) .]

3. Screening.  Establish or expand preschool or early childhood screening programs and the
development of individualized educational prescription based on the findings of the screening;

[ 1983, c. 576, §1 (NEW) .]

4. Programs for children 4 years of age and 5 years of age.  Encourage the development of public
preschool programs or 2-year kindergartens in conformity with section 5201, subsection 2, paragraph C and
other appropriate programs to address the needs of children 4 years of age and 5 years of age;

[ 2007, c. 141, §3 (AMD) .]

5. Multigrade classrooms.  Establish classroom units of more than one grade level;

[ 1989, c. 548, §4 (AMD) .]

6. Learning environment.  Develop a learning environment which would encourage each student to
learn and progress at that student's own functional level;

[ 1989, c. 548, §4 (AMD) .]

7. Transition.  Facilitate the transition of children from preschool programs to public school programs;
and

[ 1989, c. 548, §5 (NEW) .]

8. Family outreach.  Provide family outreach and support programs designed to improve parent-school
relations and parenting skills.

[ 1989, c. 548, §5 (NEW) .]

SECTION HISTORY
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1983, c. 576, §1 (NEW).  1989, c. 548, §§3-5 (AMD).  2007, c. 141, §3
(AMD).

§4253. LOCAL EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY
1983, c. 576, §1 (NEW).  1989, c. 548, §6 (AMD).  1997, c. 534, §1 (AMD).
2007, c. 141, §4 (RP).

§4253-A. MODEL PROGRAM GRANTS
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY
1989, c. 548, §7 (NEW).  1997, c. 534, §2 (RP).

§4254. FUNDING

1. Allowable costs.  Allowable costs are the cost of implementing approved plans; these costs may be
added to the school unit's subsidizable costs under chapter 606-B.

[ 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §17 (AMD);  2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §§72, 74 (AFF); 
2005, c. 12, Pt. WW, §18 (AFF) .]

2. First and 2nd years. 

[ 1997, c. 534, §3 (RP) .]

3. Third and subsequent years. 

[ 1997, c. 534, §3 (RP) .]

SECTION HISTORY
1983, c. 576, §1 (NEW).  1989, c. 548, §8 (AMD).  1997, c. 534, §3 (AMD).
2005, c. 2, §D17 (AMD).  2005, c. 2, §§D72,74 (AFF).  2005, c. 12, §WW18
(AFF).

§4255. COORDINATED EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN 4
YEARS OF AGE
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY
2005, c. 368, §1 (NEW).  2007, c. 141, §5 (RP).

Subchapter 3: PUBLIC PRESCHOOL
PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN 4 YEARS OF AGE
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§4271. START-UP FUNDING FOR PUBLIC PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS

1. Start-up funding.  To the extent the State provides adequate start-up funding, school administrative
units may operate public preschool programs or provide for students to participate in such programs in
accordance with the requirements of this Title. For the purposes of this subchapter, "start-up funding" means a
one-time, start-up grant awarded to a qualified school administrative unit that submits an implementation plan
that is approved by the department for the operation of a new or expanded public preschool program.

[ 2013, c. 581, §3 (NEW) .]

2. Allowable costs.  Beginning with the 2015-2016 school year and for each subsequent school year, the
State may provide start-up funding for the allowable costs to operate public preschool programs for children 4
years of age under this subchapter.

[ 2013, c. 581, §3 (NEW) .]

3. Grant funds.  Beginning with the 2015-2016 school year and for each subsequent school year,
the commissioner may provide start-up funding to qualified school administrative units to operate public
preschool programs for children 4 years of age. Grants provided for allowable costs for approved public
preschool programs must be provided from state, federal or private funds appropriated, allocated or
authorized by the Legislature for that purpose and must include $4,000,000 annually in revenues distributed
from general purpose aid for local schools that the department receives from casino slot machines or casino
table games pursuant to section 15671, subsection 5-A. Any balance of funds appropriated, allocated or
authorized by the Legislature remaining at the end of a fiscal year do not lapse and are carried forward to the
next fiscal year to carry out the purposes of this subchapter.

[ 2013, c. 581, §3 (NEW) .]

4. Qualifications; rules.  To qualify for a grant under this section, a school administrative unit must
submit an implementation plan to the department for the operation of a new or expanded public preschool
program. The qualifications established for implementation plans must contain standards and best practices
for public preschool programs and must encourage a school administrative unit to demonstrate coordination
with other early childhood programs in the community to maximize resources and provide comprehensive
services to meet the needs of children 4 years of age in accordance with this subchapter and rules adopted by
the commissioner. In awarding grants under this section, the commissioner shall give priority to a qualified
school administrative unit that has a greater percentage of economically disadvantaged students as determined
pursuant to section 15675, subsection 2 than other qualified school administrative units under this subsection
and in accordance with the following order of preference:

A. The first preference must be to award grant funds to a qualified school administrative unit that does
not operate a public preschool program and that submits a plan for the development and operation of a
new public preschool program; and [2013, c. 581, §3 (NEW).]

B. The 2nd preference must be to award grant funds to a qualified school administrative unit that
operates a public preschool program and that submits a plan for the development and operation of an
expanded public preschool program. [2013, c. 581, §3 (NEW).]

The commissioner shall adopt rules that establish criteria for the approval of implementation plans and for
the awarding of start-up funds for the allowable costs of operating public preschool programs. Rules adopted
pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

[ 2013, c. 581, §3 (NEW) .]

5. Application for federal public preschool funds.  The department may apply for assistance from the
Federal Government for the development of public preschool programs for children 4 years of age on behalf
of school administrative units in the State. The department shall administer any federal funds received for
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the benefit of public preschool programs in the State. As the designated state agency authorized to administer
federal funds, the department shall develop a state plan and application for funding public preschool programs
and shall disburse federal funds as authorized and required by applicable federal law. Beginning in fiscal year
2015-16, the department shall provide any federal funds received to qualified school administrative units as
part of the start-up funding provided for the development and operation of public preschool programs under
this section. If federal funds are used as part of the start-up funds to operate new or expanded public preschool
programs, the students enrolled in these programs must be considered subsidizable pupils for purposes of state
subsidy calculations pursuant to chapter 606-B.

[ 2013, c. 581, §3 (NEW) .]

SECTION HISTORY
2013, c. 581, §3 (NEW).
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